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The King Among the Thieves
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

THIS wORLD which is stuck in the plea-
sures of the organs of senses is un-
aware of God Almighty. The camel eats
the thorny bushes and he bleeds in his
mouth. The more he goes on bleeding in
his mouth, the more he goes on eating
those thorny bushes. In the same way,
we have forgotten ourselves, after get-
ting involved in and indulging in the
pleasures of the organs of senses. We do
not stop indulging in the pleasures of
the organs of senses even though we get
so many diseases. We get so many dis-
eases; still we do not want to stop. A
creature who lives in the dirt always
wants to live in the dirt. If you take it
out from that dirt, either he will die or
he will want to go back to the dirt again.
In the same way, if we try to take our
soul which is smeared with the dirt of
the pleasures of the world, if we try to
take it out from the world to the higher
planes, she will not be able to stand that.
She will not be able to stay there.

When we take our dirty clothes to
the washerman, since he knows that he
1s competent to clean them he proudly
accepts them. In the same way, when we
go to the perfect Master, first of all He
tells us that we should not indulge in the
dirt of the pleasures of this world. He
warns us. He tells us about the conse-
quences of indulgence in the pleasures

This talk was given on June 7, 1992, at
Shamaz Meditation Retreat, Potter Valley,
California.
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of the world. And when we believe in
Him, when we start following His teach-
ings, aferwards He gives us the Naam
Initiation. When we purify ourselves, and
by doing the meditation of Naam, when
we take our soul up, then she becomes
able to remain in the higher planes.

Sultan Mahmoud used to disguise
himself as an ordinary person in the
nightime and he used to go around his
kingdom to find out how the people were
doing. Once when he was doing that, he
met five people. He asked them, “Who
are you?” They replied, “We are the
thieves.” They asked him who he was.
He said, “I am also a thief” So they
became very happy and they said, “Well,
it is very good. Now we can plan a rob-
bery.” But before planning the robbery
they said, “We should appoint one of us
as a chief or as a leader.” Now in order
to choose someone as their leader, they
all told their talents or qualities.

One of the thieves said that he could
casily fix a rope on the roof of a palace
or any very tall building and it would be
so strong that no matter how many peo-
ple wanted, they could all climb to that
roof. That was a very good quality. The
next thief said that he had the compe-
tence of smelling. Just by smelling he
could say where a treasure was. That
was also a very good quality. The third
thief said that he was competent in break-
ing the roofs in such a way that it would
not make any noise. Nobody would know
that the roof had been broken. Then the
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fourth thicf said that he had the ability
to undcrstand the language of the ani-
mals. The fifth thicf said that he had the
quality that if he saw anyone, even in
the nightime, cven in the dark, he could
easily recognize him during the day.
When they all were talking about their
qualitites, they asked King Mahmoud
about his quality, so he was thinking what
he should say. He said, “I have such a
quality in my beard that if [ move my
beard I can free hundreds of people even
if they arc sentenced to death,” They all
laughed very much and said, “Well, this
1s the best quality.”” And they chose him
as their leader.

After the chief was chosen they
planned a robbery; they planned to break
open the roof of the palace of the king.
Because the king was now one of them
he was compelled to go along with the
plans thcy had made. So they all went.
As they were approaching the palace, a
dog barked. The other thieves asked the

4

thief who had the quality of understand-
ing the language of animals, “What is
he saying?” He replied, “The dog is say-

’

ing that there is a king among you.
They all started laughing; they didn’t
believe it.

Then they all went to the palace and,
using all their qualities, they did their
jobs perfectly and they took away a very
valuable treasure from the palace of the
king. After the robbery the thieves di-
vided up the treasure and they all went
to their places, so the king knew where
they were. Next morning, when the king
woke up, he sent his soldiers to catch
those thieves. They were all sentenced
to death because they had stolen, they
had robbed the palace of the king. When
they were being taken to the gallows,
that particular thief who had the quality
of recognizing a person even if he had
seen him in the nightime, in the dark,
when he saw the king he at once recog-
nized him and he said, ““Your majesty, I
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