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There is Nothing in Hypocrisy 
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji 

0 Sadhu, there is nothing in hypoc- 
risy, 

The hypocrite goes in the cycle of 84 
lakhs births and deaths- 

That's why I say that you should 
search within yourself for God. 

T HIS IS THE bani of Kabir Sahib. Kabir 
Sahib came in this world in all the four 

Ages; in the Golden Age his name was Sat 
Sukrit, in the Silver Age his name was 
Maninder; in the Copper Age his name 
was Karunamai, which means gracious or 
merciful; and in this Iron Age, this pres- 
ent age, he was called Kabir. In this Iron 
Age, when Kabir Sahib took birth, he 
came in India. In those days there were 
many hypocrites, and people were believ- 
ing that by observing customs, by doing 
certain rites and rituals, they could get 
liberation. 

In those days there were two main 
religions: Hindu and Moslem; and the 
people of both religions were opposing 
Kabir Sahib. They opposed him a lot. 
Sikunder Lodi was the Emperor of that 
time, and he was told by the Kazis that 
Kabir didn't believe in God, and that's 
why he punished him. Once his legs were 
tied and he was thrown in front of an 
elephant; once half of his body was put 
in the earth, and once he was thrown in 
the ocean. Master used to say, "Truth is 
truth. That's why you should always take 
to it." In those days, Moslem people 
thought that by keeping fasts during a 

This talk was given at Sant Bani Ashram, 
Rajasthan, in March 1978. 
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certain time of the year, and by visiting 
that holy place, Mecca, and by doing one 
more rite, they would get liberation. 
When any Moslem male child is born, 
they circumcise him; but Kabir Sahib has 
pointed out that if by doing that the peo- 
ple would get liberation, then what would 
happen to the women who come in that 
religion? Even though Kabir was a 
Moslem, he says that it is better to stay 
in the Hindu religion if only men are go- 
ing to get liberation and not women. 

And Moslem people keep fast con- 
tinuously for thirty days, one month, and 
for the remaining days they do not keep 
the fast. So Kabir Sahib says, "Why do 
you think that by keeping a fast for one 
month and not remembering him for the 
rest of the year, you will get Him?" 

And regarding the pilgrimage to Mec- 
ca, Kabir says that someone who had 
made this pilgrimage many times once 
saw God there; but God wouldn't talk 
with him. Kabir Sahib says, speaking as 
that man, "When I went to do the 
pilgrimage, I asked God why he wouldn't 
talk with me; I asked him what I had done 
wrong. So God answered, 'You are kill- 
ing the bodies and saying it is lawful 
to eat them. What will you reply when the 
Lord of Judgment asks you to account 
for this deed?" 

Kabir Sahib said that once a mullah 
was killing chickens and hens. They said, 
"Now you are killing us but when the 
Lord of Judgment asks you, when he will 
kill you, what will you reply?" 

Hindu people believe that by wearing 
a sacred thread on their bodies, they can 



get liberation. But only the male members 
wear the sacred thread; the women do 
not. So Kabir says, "Oh man, you have 
become a Brahmin by wearing the sacred 
thread and you think you will get libera- 
tion; but what will happen to your wife 
(the female Brahmin)? She has no sacred 
thread on her ." 

Guru Nanak Sahib was born in a 
Kshatriya family. In that caste, people 
wear the sacred thread also when they are 
young. And when these people perform 
such a ceremony, they invite many peo- 
ple and it is a big ceremonial thing. At one 
of these ceremonies one pundit wanted 
Guru Nanak Sahib to wear the sacred 
thread, but Guru Nanak refused to wear 
it, and then Guru Nanak gave him the 
teaching. He taught him the real mean- 
ing of wearing sacred clothes. He told that 
pundit, "If you have that sacred thread, 
which I am describing, with you, only 
then will I accept this sacred thread from 
you." Guru Nanak Sahib told that Pun- 
dit, "Pundit Ji, the sacred thread which 
you are giving me to wear, this can break, 
can even get dirty, and can even burn." 
And then he said, "This sacred thread will 
not go with the body when death comes; 
it will remain here with the body and 
won't go beyond after death. That's why 
there is no use in wearing it." 

Guru Nanak then describes the true 
sacred thread. He says that the thread 
should be made out of the cotton of grace 
(man should be gracious), and after that, 
it should be made with contentment, 
(man should have this quality also, he 
should be contented). And the making of 
that thread and spinning all that thread 
together means that a man should be 
chaste. Then he said, "If you have all 
these qualities with you, only then will I 
accept this thread from you." 

And Guru Nanak Sahib told him, "This 
thread that I am describing will never get 
dirty, it will never break and it will never 

be burned." And then Nanak says, "Bless- 
ed is the man who wears this type of 
sacred thread." 

And then Guru Nanak Sahib describes 
the sacred thread which the Brahmins or 
pundits are giving to people. He says, 
"They take ordinary cotton, they make it 
thin, and they make thread out of it. The 
pundit comes and makes it a sacred 
thread. Then they kill a boar and they en- 
joy eating it, and the ceremonies are done. 
Then people say, 'Today we had a cele- 
bration because he has got the sacred 
thread.' After some months or years, that 
thread gets dirty and old, and they throw 
it away and get a new one." 

Nanak says, "If the thread were made 
according to what I have told you 
before-that men should be gracious, 
contented, celibate, and pure - if the man 
is wearing that type of thread, it will never 
break." 

Then he said, "What should we have 
done? What are the things which you 
should have said? What were the things 
that you should have controlled?" He 
said, "You didn't put the thread 
around - you didn't control - the organ 
of lust and the organs of senses. Using the 
tongue, you kept on eating good food. 
Using the organ of lust, you enjoyed lust. 
Using the organ of sight, you saw many 
beautiful faces and you didn't see God." 
Such a person who has not put the thread 
around all these things, what happens to 
him? The Lord of Death spits on his face, 
and says to him, "Why didn't you do the 
devotion of God when you were given 
such a good opportunity?" And at the 
time of death, when we leave this world 
and go to the Lord of Judgment, all these 
organs of senses which we are misusing 
now, they will just go and tell Him, "He 
misused me." At that time they will never 
take our side. The eyes will say, "He was 
supposed to use us for seeing God, but 
he didn't do that and instead he used us 
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for seeing beautiful faces and the things 
of the world." And the tongue will say, 
"He used me in tasting good food, 
delicious things, but he didn't use me for 
repeating the name of God." In the same 
way all the other organs will also speak 
against him; and the Lord of Death will 
give us a very hard time, and He will also 
tell us, "Why didn't you do the real thing 
which you were supposed to do?" And of 
all these outward things which we are do- 
ing in this world, nothing will go with us; 
because they exist only as long as our 
bodies. That's why he says, "Why are you 
wasting your life and time by doing all 
these hypocritical things?" 

Those who are performing rites and rit- 
uals, and outward things, they are called 
sadhus. The last time the population of 
India was counted, it came out that there 
were 52 lakhs, that is 5,200,000, sadhus. 
If they were real Sadhus, if India had that 
many real Sadhus, then the condition of 
this world would be something different 
from what we are seeing now. 

Kabir Sahib says, "Just as you cannot 
find tigers in groups (you cannot find 
many tigers at one place) and you cannot 
find many swans at one place; and you 
cannot find rubies in tons; in the same 
way you cannot find Sadhus, the real 
Saints, in groups; you will find only a 
few." That's why Kabir Sahib says here, 
"Oh Sadhu, there is nothing in hypocrisy. 
The hypocrite will suffer the pain of 84 
lakhs births and deaths, and that's why 
you should search within yourself for 
God." 

Once Guru Hari Rai, the seventh Guru 
of the Sikhs, was leaving some place with 
some of his disciples, and on the way 
there was a snake. The snake was still 
alive, it was still in the body, but he 
couldn't move, and his body was being 
eaten up by many ants there. So one of 
his disciples asked Guru Hari Rai, "Why 
is this snake suffering? Why are the ants 
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eating his flesh even though he is in the 
body, even though he is still alive, and he 
cannot do anything? Why is he suffering 
such pain?" Guru Hari Rai smiled, and 
then he said, "This was a false Master and 
he is suffering for the deeds which he did 
in his past life because he was not com- 
missioned by God and he did not have 
any power to liberate the souls; but still 
he acted as a Master, and took money and 
all sorts of things from his disciples. And 
all these ants which you are seeing, are the 
disciples of that false Master. Now both 
of them, both the false Master and the 
disciples, are paying for their bad karma, 
because he has come in the body of the 
snake. Because he has taken things from 
the disciples, now he has to give them 
back, that's why he is paying them with 
his own body and is still alive but cannot 
do anything to remove the pain. And the 
ants are eating his flesh and he is feeling 
much pain, but he cannot remove it. 
He cannot do anything about it, because 
he is supposed to bear this karma. And 
the disciples also, because they didn't 
search for the real one and they came to 
the false one, and they were not sincere, 
that is why they are also suffering." So 
he said, "This is the condition of the false 
Masters- the people who act as if they 
were one with God but inside are 
nothing." 

Many times I have said that the prosti- 
tute is much better than the false Master 
because the prostitute sits openly in the 
market and everybody knows what she is 
doing, and she is not deceiving anybody. 
The prostitutes have something like a sign 
saying that they are doing this business. 
Whatever they do, that is made very clear 
to the people. They do not deceive any- 
body. But the false Masters pretend as if 
they are giving something to the souls, 
they are liberating the souls, but on the 
other side, because they are not capable 
of doing that, they are misleading people 
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and deceiving them. And one who 
deceives the soul is a great sinner. 

Such people have not done any medita- 
tion in their life, they don't even know 
how to sit crosslegged, but they tell peo- 
ple, "We are Sadhus, come contact us and 
we will liberate you." Those people don't 
know what is going to happen even to 
them, and the poor people have the 
responsibility for all the disciples who are 
following them. Guru Nanak Sahib says, 
"Their condition is just like the mouse 
who doesn't know where to  go, and 
doesn't have any place to take refuge, and 
to his tail is tied a big thing, and he can- 
not protect himself." 

So who is the real Sadhu? Guru Nanak 
says, "Sadhu is one who has done the 
practices and within whom the Naam is 
manifested." He says, "Those who do the 
practices, those who do the sadhna, they 
become Sadhu within whom the Naam is 
manifested." And then he says that by 
coming in contact with such a Sadhu, we 
get the darshan of God. If we meet such 
a Sadhu, then it means we are meeting 
God. If we shake hands with such a 
Sadhu, that means we are shaking hands 
with God. If we touch the body of such a 
Sadhu, that means we are touching God. 

The hypocrite goes in the cycle of 84 
lakhs. 

That is why I say that you should 
search within yourself for God. 

Kabir Sahib says, "You should think: 
those who are receiving people in the 
name of God, definitely they will go to 
hell, and definitely they will be involved 
in the cycle of births and deaths." Mahat- 
ma Charan Das tells us the condition of 
such people, that they have a beautiful 
face or a beautiful body just like tht: crane 
who stands on one leg, just as if he were 
doing devotion. But in his mind, he 
always is thinking about eating fish. How 
can such people find God? 

Oh swan, even i f  you fly without 
beak or wings and even i f  I don't 
see you flying, - 

Even i fyou bring me the news from 
far away- 

Still I won't believe you, as there is 
nothing in hypocrisy. 

Kabir Sahib says, "Even if any man 
changes his form, changes his body into 
that of any animal, and even without hav- 
ing beak and wings, he can fly as if he 
were a swan, and even if he brings the 
news from far away, I won't necessarily 
believe in him, that he is the Sadhu." 

When our army went to Shimla, there 
was one place called Kamarati, and at 
that place there was living one sadhu who 
used to give the news of our villages, even 
though we were very far away from them. 
Many people were believing in him and 
they were going to him. Once it so hap- 
pened that a man from our army went to 
him, with a lot of money and everything; 
and that sadhu took that money and left 
that place; he ran away; and after that 
everybody knew that he was a fake. 

Even ifyou sit in the cave and I can- 
not see you, 

Even if you change your body and 
delude people, 

Still I won't believe that you are the 
Real One, 

As there is nothing in hypocrisy. 

Many sadhus dig a hole in the ground, 
and after that they sit in it, and they tell 
people to fill it up again with mud and 
everything. And they go underground, 
and they tell people that they will come 
out after a certain amount of time, like 
one month. They do that, and when they 
come out they are still alive. And they re- 
main in the ground for that amount of 
time which they have said. And what else 
can they do? They can change their body 
into some other body, and they show this 
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magic to people. But Kabir Sahib says 
here, "I don't understand him as a sadhu 
who can do even this thing." 

Once a westerner came to our regiment 
and he showed us this, because our col- 
onel was very interested in these things. 
So he dug out a ditch in the ground, and 
after that he cemented it and he sat in 
that, and it was covered. And after one 
week he came out alive. 

But he told us that this was his job; he 
was not doing that for the sake of meeting 
God, it was only to earn his livelihood. 

Even if you burn the fire and sit in 
it, and I cannot see you, 

Even ifyou can change your body in- 
to the body of a tiger and then 
come and frighten me, 

Still I won't believe that you are 
a sadhu because there is nothing 
in hypocrisy. 

Many people expose themselves to fire, 
and they master it. And after that they ex- 
hibit, they show people that fire doesn't 
have any effect on them. They collect 
some wood and sit on that; and when that 
fire is lit, people see that the wood is bur- 
ning and their body is not burning. Many 
people master and control the fire and do 
not have any effect from that. Any many 
people have the skill of changing their 
body, as 1 said before, into the body of 
an animal; they can even change their 
body into a tiger or lion, or any wild 
animal. Many people have attained that 
position. Once in the beginning, when I 
was searching for God, I visited one place 
called Sarwali in the Punjab, and I heard 
about one Mahatma, so-called sadhu, 
there, who was very popular because he 
was using many supernatural powers, and 
I had heard that he was a so-called good 
sadhu. So I went to him, and for a month 
or two I served him, and after a month 
he said to me "I am pleased with you 
and now I can give you, what I know. I 
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can teach you how to convert your body 
into a snake, how to convert your body 
into the body of a tiger, and the animals 
like that." So I told him, "Baba, I am very 
sorry to know this, because I came here 
and served you, and had your darshan 
because I want to go beyond this human 
body, I want to rise above it. But you are 
telling me you know only how to convert 
the body into the body of snake and all 
these animals; and I can get those bodies 
also by myself without serving you, 
because if I will do bad karma in this 
lifetime, then definitely I will get those 
lower bodies. So what is the use of serv- 
ing you here? I can get that by myself." 

But he told me, "I have only this thing 
with me. If you-want, you can have it; 
otherwise not." He was very famous and 
people used to praise him a lot because 
he used to show people how he could 
change his body into a snake and other 
animals. 

If you will become a monk by grow- 
ing your hair and sitting in deep 
meditation, 

Even if you jly in the air and carry 
your cushion without any support, 

Then also I won't believe in you. 

In India there is an order of monks called 
Udhasis. They grow their hair very long 
and they keep all their hair tied up to their 
head and they make a big bundle on their 
head; and they understand that by keep- 
ing this hair they can get liberation. And 
they paste their bodies with ashes and they 
always close their eyes when people are 
visiting them; at that time they do not 
open their eyes, otherwise they keep their 
eyes open. 

1 went to such people also. In the Pun- 
jab there was a master and his disciple in 
a village called Vala. And I went there, 
and what would they do? They would just 
sit in the posture, closing their eyes, and 
people would come and bow down to 
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them, and they would bring things, pres- 
ents for them, which they would leave 
there. And I served them, both master 
and disciple, for six months. And they 
first gave me the job of collecting milk 
from everybody's house for them. In In- 
dia people are very happy in giving dona- 
tions to so-called sadhus or godly people. 
So a lot of milk would be collected. I 
would go and collect from door to door. 
Then I would bring it to  them, and they 
would drink that and eat butter, whatever 
was coming to them. And after that, in 
order to digest that food, which they were 
eating too much, they would just go on 
doing exercise right from the morning. 
And he would tell me to climb on his 
body, and then he would sit down and 
stand up and do practices. And once 
when I was on his body and he was do- 
ing that practice, I started laughing, 
because looking at his condition, I 
couldn't help myself! So he got upset with 
me, and called me names and said "Why 
are you laughing?" So I said, "You should 
have eaten less. Why do you eat too much 
and then do this exercise to  digest that 
food?" And he said, "Have you come to 
learn something from us? Or have you 
come to teach us?" 

After eating food and doing their phys- 
ical exercise they would bathe, and then 
they would put ashes on their bodies and 
sit with closed eyes as if they were medi- 
tating. And he had told me to tell peo- 
ple, who were coming to him, "Now Baba 
Ji is in deep meditation, his attent.ion is 
inside, so don't bother him, and whatever 
you have brought for him just leave it 
with me and go away. And come after 
one hour and he will get up." And peo- 
ple were told that they should never come 
empty-handed to see that Baba. They 
should always bring something.. So peo- 
ple would bring butter, and milk and 
food, and all these things, and-I would 
tell them, "Baba is in deep meditation. 
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You go and come after one hour, and 
whatever you have brought, just leave it 
with me." So they would give it to me. 
Again after one hour they would come 
back, carrying stuff again, because they 
were told not to come empty-handed. 
And in that way a lot of food was col- 
lected daily which they would eat. I did 
that for six months, and after that I ask- 
ed him "Give me some knowledge of 
Shabd Naam." He said, "Don't you ever 
come here. We don't have any Shabd 
Naam. We have only this Shabd Naam - 
of standing up, sitting down, and . . . 
standing up and. . . ." 

In search of God, I got a lot of oppor- 
tunity to go to many religious places in 
India. Once Guru Nanak Sahib went to 
a place called Kushetra and there was a 
man, a fake sadhu, who was famous 
because he had told people that he could 
see whatever was happening in all the 
three worlds - that he had the knowledge 
of the three worlds. And he would always 
close his eyes and sit there. And he had 
a cup-like thing in front of him because 
people were coming to worship him, bow- 
ing down at him, and they would put 
some money in that cup, and he would 
just keep his eyes closed. And after some 
time, he would open his eyes a little bit 
and see how much money had been col- 
lected in that cup so he could transfer that 
to another bag which he had in the back. 
So Guru Nanak Sahib went there, and in 
order to teach him a lesson, Guru Nanak 
Sahib took that cup which was in front 
of him and he put that cup behind him. 
And then Guru Nanak sat in front of 
him, folding both his hands. After some 
time, when that so-called sadhu opened 
his eyes to see how much money was col- 
lected, he didn't see that cup there. So he 
opened both his eyes, and he asked Guru 
Nanak, "Where is my cup? Where is it? 
Who took it?" So Guru Nanak said, "I 
am sitting here. I didn't take it." Then the 
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sadhu got upset and angry and he said, 
"Then who else has taken it?" Then Guru 
Nanak Sahib said, "You say you have the 
knowledge of the three worlds. You can 
see what is happening where. But you 
can't even see the cup which is behind 
you!" 

So Kabir Sahib says, "Those who do 
this kind of thing in order to have a big 
following, I don't understand them at 
all." 

By loving the crows you will not be- 
come a swan. 

Kabir says, "When you become one 
with Shabd, only then will you 
become a swan." 

Kabir Sahib calls these people crows. He 
is warning people that by loving these 
crows, by worshiping these people, you 
can never become a swan. And by follow- 
ing them, you can never mark your pres- 
ence in the court of God. Then he says, 
"What type of Master should we have? 
Whom should we take as our Master?" 
He says, "One who is the form of Shabd, 
one who is the practitioner of Shabd, you 
should take only him as your Master- 
one who is absorbed in the Shabd." One 
who has become one with Shabd, one 
who himself meditates on Shabd and can 
make us meditate on Shabd, we should 
take only him as our master. Such Mahat- 
mas never exhibit their qualities. They 
never say that they are Mahatmas. Other 
people come and talk about their ex- 
perience with them. They say, "You came 
to this place and gave us darshan, you did 
this for us and you did that." But They 
will say, "No, we didn't do anything; we 
are sitting here, and we are just like an 
ordinary man." 

Before Hazur Maharaj came to my 
ashram physically He was giving me dar- 
shan in the form of Swami Ji Maharaj 
with His hair cut and his beard; and after 
that He started coming within me in His 
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original form. So when He first came to 
my ashram I asked him, "Master, first 
you were coming within me in the form 
of Swami Ji Maharaj, and after that you 
started coming within me in your original 
form. Why didn't you come within me 
before in your original form?" So Master 
said, "I don't know anything, I didn't do 
anything. This is all Master's Grace, I 
don't know anything about it." 

Then I told Him about Harnam Singh, 
how he was liberated by Master even 
though he was not initiated, but had had 
the darshan at Abohar just for a few 
minutes. Then Master said, "This is all 
Master's grace. Master Sawan Singh is do- 
ing all these things. I am nothing." 

Then I told him about the liberation of 
Sunder Das, who used to live with me, I 
told him, "At the time of his death, Baba 
Sawan Singh, Baba Jaimal Singh, and 
even You came to take him." Again he 
replied in the same way, saying, "This is 
all Their doing." 

During the war with Germany, there 
was one initiate who told this story to 
Master Sawan Singh: He told him that 
during the war he was shot in the leg and 
got sick, and because the army didn't have 
much medicine it was decided that those 
who couldn't help themselves, they should 
be poisoned to death. And the others, 
those people who were healthy, they 
should come back to the headquarters. So 
that man who was telling the story to 
Master Sawan Singh said, "I was one of 
those who were going to be poisoned to 
death. And when that poison started af- 
fecting my body, I started seeing things 
in front of my eyes. And I thought, 'Now 
death is certain for me; death will come.' 
So I started doing the Simran; and then 
I saw Master Sawan, you came here in the 
car and you took me and left me at a 
hospital where I got treatment and got 
better, and now I have come here, and 
now I am all right. But I didn't get any 
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pension and I don't have any means of 
livelihood, so please shower grace on me." 
So Master Sawan Singh said, "Who says 
I went so far, taking my car? I never went 
to any place, and I was here just doing 
Satsang. Maybe Master would have taken 
care of you." And then he said, "You 
should not worry about yourself, because 
the One Who has taken care of you be- 
fore will definitely protect you and take 
care of you for the future also." And then 
he told that man to go and see some other 
initiate, who gave him some job. So 
Master once again took care of him. 

So the meaning of saying this is, that 
when Sant Satgurus come into this world, 
no doubt they protect the disciples-They 
do everything for the disciples; They take 
the suffering and pain of the disciples- 

but they never exhibit their qualities to 
their disciples. They never say, "We have 
done this for you." They always give the 
credit to Their Master. 

That's why in this hymn, Kabir Sahib 
has told us, "Rise above the fake things, 
save yourself from the hypocrites, and 
take refuge in the Sant Satgurus, Those 
who are practicing the Shabd." The 
Shabd is not that shabd which is meant 
for singing or playing music. This Shabd 
is all-pervading: It is the cause of all crea- 
tion. Guru Nanak Sahib says, "Because 
of the Shabd the sky was created, because 
of the Shabd the earth was created, and 
only because of this Shabd light is 
everywhere. The Shabd is behind this 
creation. Nanak says, The Light of Shabd 
is everywhere." 


















































